
Ms. Heather Bartlett 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

JUL 2 2 20lo 

Program Manager, Water Quality Division 
Washington Department of Environmental Quality 
POBox47600 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7600 

Re: Approval of Washington State 2012 303(d) List 

Dear Ms. Bartlett: 

OFFICE OF 
WATER AND 

WATERSHEDS 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has conducted a complete review of Washington's Section 
303(d) list and supporting documentation and information. Based on this review, the EPA has determined 
that Washington Department of Ecology's (Ecology) list of water quality limited segments still requiring 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) meets the requirements of Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) and the EPA's implementing regulations for its 2012list. Therefore, the EPA hereby approves 
Washington's 2012 Section 303(d) list. For reasons discussed below and in the attached decision 
document, EPA is expressly taking no action with respect to marine waters that will be addressed in the 
next listing cycle. The statutory and regulatory requirements, and the EPA's review of Ecology's 
compliance with each requirement, are described in Enclosure 1. 

Ecology submitted the initial documentation for Washington's 2012 303(d) list on September 28,2015, 
followed by several amendments containing corrections and additional documentation, the last of which 
was received by EPA on June 3, 2016. The submitted documentation included the 2012 303(d) list, a 
response to public comments on the list, the final list methodology, a TMDL priority ranking, an 
Integrated Report on the status of Washington's waters, and a crosswalk from the previous 
township/range segmentation system to the new National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) system. With 
today's action, the EPA has approved Washington's 2012 Section 303(d) listing of3,571 active 
freshwater water body segment/pollutant records including 1,622 new water quality limited segments. In 
addition, the EPA has determined that the removal of303 previously listed water quality limited segments 
is consistent with CWA Section 303(d) and the federal regulations. 

The EPA is approving this list as the 2012 303(d) list, not as the 2014list as Ecology had originally 
designated it, because the assessment includes data collected only through May 1, 2011. When Ecology 
submitted its 2010 303(d) list, it assessed only marine waters because Ecology was in the process of 
changing its segmentation method for fresh waters. EPA approved the 20 10 list with the understanding 
that Ecology had already issued its next call for data and fresh waters would be assessed in the 20 12 cycle, 
thus completing an assessment of all the state's waters. It was understood that Ecology would assess all 
of the waters of the State, both fresh and marine, for all future biennial303(d) list reviews after the 2012 
303(d) list was completed. · 
The process of changing the segmentation method has been more complex and taken longer than 
expected. On February 3, 2016, Ecology issued the data solicitation for its next biennial303(d) list 
review, which will be a complete review of all freshwater and marine waters in the state. Based on the 
EPA's understanding of the timing of that assessment, the EPA anticipates it will be submitted as a 
20 14/20 16 list, encompassing all the available data and information that would have been assessed for 
those lists had they been submitted individually. EPA is therefore only taking action on the current list 
insofar as it considers freshwater data submitted through the data cutoff and assessed for this submittal as 



the 201 2 list. EPA is taking no action at this time on the State's marine waters, or the freshwater data 

generated after the May I, 20 II , data cutoff, with the understanding that Ecology has already made the 

call for data and will assess those data for its 2014/2016 list. Please note, the EPA is considering the 
previous marine water-only assessment and 303(d) list submitted and approved by EPA on December 21, 
2012 to be Washington's 2010 303(d) list, and these marine waters remain as approved in the 20 10 303(d) 
list. The EPA recommends that Ecology adopt the same naming convention, for consistency with both 
EPA approval documents and federal court filings and rulings concerning EPA's approval ofthe 20 10 
list. 

The EPA would like to reiterate its support of Ecology's use ofmacroinvertebrate assemblage data in 
303(d) listing. The EPA has determined that the bioassessment listings added during the 2012 cycle were 
appropriate. The bioassessment listings in Ecology's 2012 303(d) list are based on e ither the multivariate 
River Invertebrate Prediction and Classification System (RIVPACS) score or the multi-metric Benthic 
Index ofBiotic Integrity (B-IBI) score. Both IBI and RlVPACS have undergone extensive scientific 
review, and this type of data is used across the world to assess aquatic resources. 

The EPA's approval ofthe State ofWashington's 2012 303(d) list does not apply to any waters, or 

portions thereof, that are within Indian Country. The EPA is taking no action to approve or disapprove 

the State's list with respect to any waters within Indian Country. 

We recognize and appreciate the work of staff and managers at the Washington Department of Ecology in 

developing the final2012 303(d) list. We look forward to continuing to work with you on this process to 

address the water quality issues in Washington. If you have any questions, please contact Jill Fullagar, 

Impaired Waters Program Coordinator, at (206)553-2582, or Dave Croxton, Watershed Unit Manager, at 

(206) 553-6694. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Da te D. Opalski, Director 
Office of Water and Watersheds 

Enclosures: Enclosure I -EPA Review of Washington 2012 303(d) Integrated Report 

cc: Ms. Melissa Gildersleeve (via email) 
Ms. Susan Braley (via email) 
Mr. Patrick Lizon (via email) 
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